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MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — PERFORMANCE 

432. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the minister for primary industries and regional development who, amongst other things, describes herself 
as minister for animal welfare, has displayed an anti-GM sentiment, is prepared to bypass nationally agreed 
standards for caged hens, and promotes regenerative agriculture as the new catchphrase in the ag sector. 

(1) Does the Premier think this positions her well to garner respect and cooperation from the Western Australian 
agricultural sector? 

(2) What does the Premier say to calls from industry that his government, through his hand-picked minister, 
is destabilising and causing uncertainty in the agricultural industry? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I take this as an invitation to talk about the qualities of Alannah MacTiernan. I think the member has just 

invited me to do that, and I will! She is a much-loved Western Australian. She can go out and mix it with 
anyone. She has been on the national stage. She has been on the local stage. She has been in this house. She 
has been in the upper house. She has worked in private industry. She has worked in government. She is an 
extraordinary Western Australian. We are very proud of her. I guarantee the member for Warren–Blackwood 
one thing: she can walk down any street in Western Australia and everyone knows who she is. The 
member can walk down about three streets in Western Australia and people will know who he is! She is 
a great advocate for our state locally, internationally and interstate. I have the utmost confidence in 
Alannah MacTiernan. She is someone who is known by Prime Ministers and federal opposition leaders. 
She is known internationally. She is a great Western Australian. She is not mediocre and boring, as you 
say you are. More the boring bit—I do not think he said “mediocre”. He did not say mediocre, to be fair; 
you said you are boring. 

Mr D.T. Redman: I didn’t say I was boring. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You did, two questions ago. She is not boring. 

I will come to one aspect of the member’s question. He said she describes herself as minister for animal welfare. 
That would be because under the government the member was a part of, he transferred animal welfare into the 
agriculture department. She is the minister for animal welfare because the member, as agriculture minister, 
transferred it in there. Does he not remember that? 

Mr D.T. Redman: I do. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He does remember it! Why did the member ask me the question? It begs the question: why 
did he ask me? Okay, she is out there on the issue of animal welfare. I would encourage the live sheep export 
industry to worry about animal welfare. That is what I would encourage them to do. I have had Liberal Party 
members of this house and across the board say to me, “This industry should end.” That is what I have had happen 
to me. I would encourage the member and that industry to actually think a little bit about animal welfare. 

When it comes to caged hens, we want to have high standards when it comes to the eggs that we and our children 
eat, and the high quality of animal welfare in that particular industry. Across the board, Alannah MacTiernan is 
encouraging agriculture to be absolutely cutting edge in what it does. The member might recall that in the recent 
state budget we put an enormous amount of support in for grains research—money that was ending under the 
member’s government. There was a cliff. We reinstated over $20 million for grains research. When the member 
comes in here and attacks Hon Alannah MacTiernan, I think he is on the wrong horse! 
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